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Tender Prices
Bottoming Out
Tender prices rose by 6.4 per cent
in Q4 2012, compared with the
previous quarter, and by 4.0 per
cent compared with the same
quarter in 2011, according to
the latest figures from the UK
construction Tender Price Index
compiled by RICS’s Building
Cost Information Service.

This significant rise in tender prices is currently thought to
be a blip, but the fluctuation in the BCIS All-in Tender Price
Index over the preceding quarters is indicative of a
bottoming out. The market would seem to be caught
between rising input cost pressures, both current and
future, and the downward pull of construction workload.
The total volume of construction orders increased by 3 per
cent in Q4 2012 compared with the previous quarter and
by 11 per cent compared with the same quarter in 2011.

All sectors saw an increase in orders of between
9 and 10 per cent, apart from the infrastructure sector
where orders fell by 15 per cent in Q4 2012 compared
with the previous quarter. New orders increased
significantly compared to the same quarter the previous
year. Double digit increases were recorded across all
sectors, again with the exception of the infrastructure sector
where new orders fell by 13 per cent. However, overall,
total construction orders remained unchanged in 2012
compared with 2011.

See inside for full story

Please visit The Builders’ Conference website www.buildersconference.co.uk/newsandevents

A Taxing
Issue
THE INSIDER

Not for the first time and certainly not for
the last, the UK Government recently
found itself in a quandary.

On the one hand, it was keen to be
seen to be taking the issue of tax
avoidance as seriously as possible.
On the other hand, it was walking a
tightrope where one missed step
could have seen a £300 million
inward investment go begging.
As it has done previously with the likes
of Amazon and Starbucks, the
Government summoned the great and
the good of Google to be grilled for
several days over the way in which
the Internet search engine giant
handled its UK tax affairs. Of
course, this was another opportunity
for ministers to publicly flex their
muscles and to achieve the kind of
notoriety that Louise Mensch so
enjoyed during the News of the
World enquiries.

But in this instance, Google held a
sizeable trump card in the shape of a
£300 million planned investment in a
new HQ in the heart of London.
Although that contract had reached
preferred bidder stage, the ink was
far from dry on the paperwork; so an
overly zealous probing of the
company’s tax affairs could so easily
have resulted in Google pulling the
plug and taking with it that £300
million together with the countless
millions in tax revenues that premises
will earn once it’s opened.
All of which throws a spotlight onto
the fine line that each
successive Government
must tread. At a
time when the
country’s

coffers are as empty as the West
Ham trophy cabinet, they must seek
to close every legal loophole to
ensure that each company and
individual pays the tax it owes.
At the same time, if it is to attract the
levels of inward investment required
to dig the nation out of its current
economic hole, it cannot be seen to
be a country that enforces its tax law
by sending in the attack dogs.
Faced with such a delicate balancing
act, being mistaken for a black R&B
singer by Barack Obama seems to be
the least of George (Jeffrey) Osborne’s
problems right now.

The Insider

Housing
Looking Up
NHBC’s new home registrations
continue to rise.

The latest registration figures from
NHBC show that the number of new
homes registered across the country
remains significantly up compared to
corresponding 2012 statistics.

(43,223 in 2013 compared
to 34,236 in 2012).

We still need
to remember,
however, in the context
of overall new home
volumes, that the
figures remain
significantly below
registration levels prior
to the economic
downturn and the levels
the UK urgently
requires to meet the
needs of its
demographic

In April alone 11,484 new homes
were registered in the UK compared to
8,238 in April 2012 – an increase of
39 percent.

As the leading warranty and
insurance provider for new
homes in the UK, NHBC’s
monthly registration statistics
help to provide new and
accurate data on the country’s
new homes market.

In line with the positive Q1 statistics,
2013 continues to show a marked
improvement on the number of new
homes registered with NHBC, with
year to date figures 26 percent higher
for the period January to April
compared to the same period last year

“April’s registration figures, combined
with early indications of increased
activity in May, build upon the solid
volume growth seen in Q1 2013.
Similar to previous registration figures
this year, the upturn can be attributed
in part to the Government’s £2.2bn

Affordable Homes Programme which
according to Housing Minister Mark
Prisk is on track to deliver the target of
170,000 new homes by 2015,”
says NHBC Commercial Director
Richard Tamayo.

Much Ado
About Nothing...?
NEW RESEARCH SHOWS
Less than 2,000 homes
were purchased by
foreigners in Central
London last year

Foreign investors are
dominating more than London’s
property market as they once
again become the focus of both
the Government and the
headlines. MP Simon Hughes
started the ball rolling,
condemning international
buyers and calling for law
changes preventing them from
purchasing London residential
property. A report by LPP
came next; breaking the news
that an unprecedented
85 percent of London’s prime
core was purchased by
foreigners last year.

London is a financial centre, a ‘goto’ destination, a pinnacle of culture
and a centre of excellence and, as
both Hughes and LPP point out, the
international appetite for properties
here is vast. However, these
headline grabbing statistics and
provocative sound bites belie
the tenure of housing stock in
Prime London Central (PLC)*, that
might surprise:
With only 5,363 units changing
hands in the last year, PLC is
arguably the greatest capital city in
the world with the lowest availability
of property to buy. According to
the 2011 Census, buy-to-live
investors (defined as buyers of first
homes, “second homes” or pied-aterres) account for just 37 percent of
the housing market here. On a prorata basis, this gives a possible

maximum of 1,985 units bought by
foreigners as second homes,
assuming that every property is
purchased by non-domiciles, just
0.3 percent of the total transactions
in England and Wales over the last
year. To put that in context, this is
the same number as changed hands
in every single day in the rest of the
country. Moreover, this number is
rapidly shrinking as available stock
continues to contract in PLC;
transactions have fallen by 50
percent since 2000.
At 38 percent, the biggest segment
of the PLC market is actually bought
for buy-to-let rather than for buy-tolive investment, i.e. for the private
rental sector which runs at almost
100 percent occupancy. A sector
that the Government is actively
encouraging and which represents

a hive of business activity,
stimulates economic growth, tax
revenues and retail demand.
Analysis by London Central Portfolio
(LCP) shows that international buyers
contribute £1.2bn per annum to the
UK economy and Exchequer through
buy-to-let purchases. Unofficially our
“6th biggest export”, it supports a
huge array of trades, professions
and services nationwide, involved in
the building, buying, design,
refurbishment, letting and
maintenance of rental properties.
The balance of the housing market
in PLC comprises social housing,
with a surprisingly high 25 percent
of properties designated as socially
rented. This represents a far greater
number than the rest of the country,
which stands at 18 percent, and

leagues above Greater London
which stands at 13 percent.
Furthermore, The Empty Homes
Agency calculates that just 1.4
percent of properties in Prime
London Central were long term

empty. This compares with a slightly
lower national figure of 1.1 percent
long term empty.
“Whilst it is undeniable that
international demand has put an
upward pressure on prices, the view

The intense adverse focus on
such a small sector which
contributes so significantly to the UK
economy would seem to
be politically motivated

championed by Simon Hughes that this tiny area
of London should be ‘given back’ to Londoners,
is undoubtedly flawed. To achieve this, prices in
PLC would have to drop to just £253,000 or 18
percent of their current value, based on of an
average salary of £39,000 in Kensington &
Chelsea. It is not realistic to think this could ever
occur and in reality, the economic fallout from
this, in terms of jobs that depend on a healthy
and growing property sector would not bear
thinking about” comments Naomi Heaton, CEO
of London Central Portfolio.
More to the point is that PLC is actually very
small, just 6 square miles with less than 200,000
households. The new data suggests that less than
2,000 homes are changing hands each year
which are not actively being put to use in the
Private Rented Sector or through social housing.
Moreover, this number is shrinking, as people
hold onto their property for longer.

Prime Central London’s
Residential Property Tenure
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“The intense adverse focus on such a small sector
which contributes so significantly to the UK economy
would seem to be politically motivated rather than
economically driven or statistically assessed. It acts to
divert attention from the real issue on how to provide
more housing and in so doing, the government runs
the risk of killing the golden goose” explains Heaton.
* PLC is defined as the Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea and the City of Westminster

Commentary From Neil Edwards
Chief Executive - The Builders' Conference Trade Association

Upward,
But to what end
UK construction is starting to shake off
the shackles of recession with a promising
June and an even more positive May. But
where will it all end asks The Builders’
Conference CEO Neil Edwards.
Since the last time I sat down to write
my commentary on the BCLive league
table, I have seen my beloved Crystal
Palace FC promoted to the Premier
League. That phenomenal
achievement was the culmination of a
lot of hard work, and was cause for
great celebration across South London
and beyond. But that celebration was
short-lived. And once the dust had
settled on what had been a
remarkable season for all concerned,
we found ourselves facing the ominous
challenge of visiting Old Trafford, the
Emirates, Stamford Bridge and the
Etihad Stadium to fight once again,
this time for our very survival.
What has all that got to do with UK
construction, I hear you ask? Well,
like Ian Holloway’s men, UK
construction has worked long and hard
to dig itself out of the doldrums. And
in May 2013, the very month that
Crystal Palace FC secured promotion,
the BCLive league table reported that
contract awards had exceeded the £3

billion level for the first time this year
with Vinci claiming top spot with a
creditable £474.5 million haul. And
while June has seen a return to the
circa £2 billion level that has become
the accepted norm – thanks in no small
part to BAM finally signing on the
dotted line for the construction of
Google’s new £300 million London
HQ - it was clear that this hard work
had at long last started to bear fruit.
But like the Crystal Palace fans now
scanning the 2013/14 fixtures list with
fearful eyes, UK construction is looking
at the end of the year with growing
concern. For while contract award
levels and values are on the rise, the
number of tenders reported during the
second quarter of the year actually
showed a decrease. And if the
normal rules of 24 weeks from the
contract being signed to the first spade
going into the ground still apply in our
much changed construction landscape,
then the steep upward climb upon
which we now found ourselves

could be leading to a precipice.
Of course, by the time January 2014
rolls around, the incumbent UK
Government will be eyeing a second
term in power. And as a lifetime of
experience shows, there is nothing quite
like the threat of a General Election
defeat to loosen the purse strings.
Despite pleading poverty, Governments
suddenly develop the ability to find
£billions wedged down the back of the
country’s collective sofa to spend on
roads, rail, health and schools and
anything else likely to result in an X in
the box when the polling stations open.
History suggests that this will boost UK
construction. But history also suggests
that the only predictable thing about this
business is its sheer unpredictability.
And the thought that our very survival
rests upon the ability of the Coalition to
set aside its differences and free up
some additional cash to shore up a
single party run at the General Election is
even scarier than a trip to Old Trafford.

Recovery
Remains
Shaky
The latest ONS figures confirm
that the economy is on the mend.
But is it sustainable, asks HSBC’s
Mark Berrisford-Smith.

On 27 June, the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) published
its third stab at GDP for the first
quarter. The good news is that
the previous estimates,
showing that the
economy expanded
by a welcome 0.3%,
remained unchanged.
But the detail of how that
growth was achieved casts
serious doubt on the
sustainability of the recovery.

Saving Less to Spend More
Spending by households, which
makes up getting on for two thirds
of GDP, increased by a modest 0.3
percent in the opening three months
of the year. But this was only
achieved by people being prepared
to reduce their savings rate.
Disposable incomes, measured in
cash terms, fell by 1.1 percent
compared with the final three
months of last year, which became
a fall in real terms of 1.7 percent
once inflation is taken into account.
This was the steepest quarterly
decline in real disposable incomes
since the beginning of 1987. So,
having averaged close to seven
percent in the past two years, the
savings rate (that portion of
disposable incomes that aren’t
spent) plunged to just 4.2 percent,
the lowest since the start of 2009.
While households might be
prepared to look through one
quarter of falling incomes and
maintain their spending by saving

The long-awaited revival of
investment spending also
remained distinctly elusive. The first
quarter brought a fractional upturn of 0.2
percent. But this followed three successive
quarterly declines, so that the level of
fixed investment in the British
economy was still down

less (in the expectation of better
things to come), this is unsustainable
for anything more than a few
quarters. Unless income growth
returns to positive territory pretty
quickly, the recovery risks running
out of steam – again. And in this

context, the recent data on inflation
and earnings offer little hope that
the long slide in real wages (the
spending power of earnings from
employment) is about to end.
Exporters Hanging Back
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Moreover, the detailed
figures for the first quarter
brought absolutely no
evidence that the
economy is rebalancing
towards exports and
investment. It is true that
net trade (the difference
between the growth of
exports and imports)
made a strong positive
contribution to growth.
Indeed without the net
trade boost of 0.6
percentage points, the
economy would have
fallen back into recession.
Unfortunately, the
improvement in the trade
position was entirely

down to a sharp fall in imports
rather than any growth of exports. In
the first quarter, the volume of
goods and services exported from
the UK declined by a further (albeit
marginal) 0.1%, while the volume of
goods shipments fell by 0.6
percent.
Meanwhile, the long-awaited
revival of investment spending also
remained distinctly elusive. The first
quarter brought a fractional upturn
of 0.2 percent. But this followed
three successive quarterly declines,
so that the level of fixed investment
in the British economy was still
down by more than eight percent
from a year earlier. Perhaps more
shocking still is the fact that
investment spending has now fallen
by more than a quarter since the
pre-recession high watermark in the
third quarter of 2007.

Rewriting History
June’s GDP release is always of
particular interest as it includes
revisions to past data ahead of the
publication of the UK National
Accounts, the so-called ‘Blue Book’,
in late July. It seems that the
recession in 2008-09 was even

deeper than previously thought, with
the statisticians now reckoning that
economic activity contracted by 7.2
percent, rather than 6.3 percent.
The uncomfortable consequence of
that revision is that the economy
today is a good deal further below
its pre-recession peak than was
believed. With previous figures

showing the current level of output to be 2.6 percent below the
2008 peak, it was reasonable to hope that the ravages of the
recession would be made good by late 2014 or early in 2015.
But with the shortfall now thought to be almost four percent, the
task of making up the lost ground is likely to take until the second
half of 2015, and possibly into 2016. It is a sobering thought that
however bad they seemed at the time no other downturn since the
First World War has lasted for more than four years.
The only crumb of comfort from this exercise in the rewriting of
statistical history is that the double-dip recession, which unleashed
such a welter of media comment when it was first revealed in April
of last year, has now been revised away. Economists define a
recession as being two successive quarters of negative growth.
GDP is still believed to have fallen very slightly in the final quarter
of 2011 and in the second quarter of 2012, when activity was
depressed by an extra Bank Holiday. But, in rounded percentage
terms at least, the small decline previously reported in the first
quarter of 2012 has now been revised up to ‘no change’.
It is, of course, quite possible that the latest estimates of GDP for
the first quarter will also be revised one day, moderating or
removing the impression of modest growth driven by an
unsustainable fall in the savings rate. It’s an endearing feature of
data collection and dissemination in the UK that the statistics
boffins take so much trouble to get the figures right, even if it
means that they continue to revise them long after most people
have stopped caring. But the perceptions created by the media
stories which accompany the initial release of data are crucial in
shaping the attitudes of both households and businesses as to
how well the economy is doing and where it is heading. The
tough message from the detailed figures for the opening months
of this year will therefore be important, even if they one day turn
out to have been wrong.

The statistics boffins take
so much trouble to get the
figures right, even if it means
that they continue to revise
them long after most people have
stopped caring

Why the leaders in
the construction
industry are reading
Inside Construction

Jeannine Mortlock,
Acua Solutions MD
“These are two radical
programmes we are
putting on which have the
potential to drastically
improve health and
safety and training within
the construction sector.”

Barry Ashmore, founder of
StreetwiseSubbie.com
“The Specialist
Contractors of the
UK have shown
their willingness
and readiness to
take action and
we have provided them with
the necessary tools.”

Allan Wilen,
Glenigan Economics Director
“Our research
has identified a
host of planned
schemes on the
Government’s
drawing board that
will strengthening the UK’s social
and economic infrastructure.”

Tender Prices
Bottoming Out
Continued from front page

Total construction work output for Q4
2012 rose by 1 per cent compared to
Q3 2012, but fell by 9 per cent
compared with a year earlier.
Additionally new work output rose by 2
per cent in Q4 2012 compared with
the previous quarter, but fell by 11 per
cent compared to a year earlier. All
new work sectors experienced a fall in
output over the year to 4th quarter
2012, with the exception of the private
industrial sector where output increased
by 6 per cent. Double digit falls
occurred in the public housing, public
non-housing and private commercial
sectors with falls of 14 per cent, 19 per
cent and 15 per cent respectively. Total
construction output fell by 8 per cent in
2012 compared with 2011, while
new work output fell by 11 per cent.
Building costs remained unchanged in
Q4 2012 compared with Q3 2012,
but rose marginally by 0.3 per cent
compared to a year earlier. Materials
prices also remained unchanged in Q4
2012 compared with both the previous
quarter and a year earlier. For the
construction sector as a whole, average
weekly earnings (AWE) remained
unchanged in Q4 2012 compared to
a year earlier, this compared
unfavourably with AWE across the
economy as a whole which saw a 1.4
per cent growth.

As demand begins to pick up
again in 2014 tender prices
will still remain a little ahead of
cost rises and gradually move
further ahead towards the end of the
forecast period in 2017

“Whilst it looks as though tender prices
are bottoming out, the construction
industry still has a long way to go
before we reach pre-recession levels.
With new work output expected to fall
again in 2013, we are predicting a
rise in tender prices a little ahead of
input cost rises over the next year. As
demand begins to pick up again in
2014 tender prices will still remain a
little ahead of cost rises and gradually
move further ahead towards the end of
the forecast period in 2017, as
demand strengthens,” says BCIS
information services manager Peter
Rumble. “A modest recovery of 2 per
cent in new work output is predicted for
2014 as the economy as a whole
starts to grow stronger and both
consumer and business confidence
grows. Government initiatives to boost

house building including ‘FirstBuy’,
‘New Buy’ and ‘Help to Buy’ should
slowly start to drag private sector
housing out of recession in 2013. In
addition, the infrastructure sector is
anticipated to have reasonably strong
growth over the forecast period driven
in particular by a pipeline of projects in
the rail and electricity sub-sectors.”
The full report ‘BCIS Quarterly Briefing
– Five Year Forecast of Building Costs
and Tender Prices’ is available online
as part of a subscription to various
BCIS Online services. For more
information visit www.bcis.co.uk.

Public Sector
Paused
New figures show
Government has fallen
short on pledge to boost economy through
investment in public sector infrastructure.

Some 119 public sector
construction projects worth over
£1.1billion are currently on hold
despite the Government’s election
pledge to invest in infrastructure to
stimulate the construction industry
and the wider economy.
Statistics compiled by construction
industry experts Glenigan show that
infrastructure projects worth £1.119
billion are either in stasis or the
Government is looking to sell the sites.
The Glenigan Construction Pipeline
Analysis Report has identified stalled
plans that include hospital
developments, care homes,
housing, schools and other
community services across the UK.
A planned development in Preston
worth £200 million is the most
lucrative Government-driven project
currently on hold.
The proposed development includes
the construction of over 600
residential units, 9,000sqm of offices
and industrial space, and community

sports facilities, as well as extensive
associated works such as
landscaping and the building of
access roads and
sewerage systems.

and Liberal Democrat Coalition
partners in 2010.

Plans worth £116.6 million
for the redevelopment of
Southend University
Hospital are also on the
shelf despite a vocal
commitment to infrastructural
development in the public
sector from Conservative

The figures will make yet
further uncomfortable
reading for the
Government ahead of the
announcement of the
Treasury’s spending
review for 2015-2016.
“Our research has
identified a host of
planned schemes on the

Glenigan Economics Director
Allan Wilen

Government’s drawing board that
will strengthening the UK’s social
and economic infrastructure. Political
commitment and funding could
quickly see many of these schemes
on site. As a first step the
Government could address the 119
projects in the pipeline, worth £1.1
billion, that are currently on hold,”
says Glenigan Economics Director
Allan Wilen. “The areas in which
these projects have been put on
hold are at a significant social and
economic disadvantage as a result,”
Glenigan Economics Director Allan
Wilen commented. “Each stalled
project represents jobs that haven’t
been created and social
shortcomings for communities, while
the wider economic stimulus of the
investments is lost.”
Further projects on hold include the
£64.9 million development of a care
village in Ringwood, Hampshire. The

Each stalled project
represents jobs that haven’t been
created and social shortcomings
for communities, while the wider
economic stimulus of
the investments is lost

plans include the construction of 128
residential units along with a
community centre, bowling green,
sports pavilion and tennis court.
Plans worth £60 million to build a

new Justice Centre in Sunderland
have also stalled, while £50 million
in Buckinghamshire NHS Trust newbuild and development projects in
High Wycombe are also on hold.

Seen To Be

Green
Experts warn UK businesses
are missing out on millions by not
being Green Deal certified.
A top Green Deal website has
warned that many of the UK’s small
businesses are missing out on millions
of pounds worth of work by not
becoming Green Deal Certified.
Under the government’s Green Deal
scheme, an estimated 14 million
homes will be made energy efficient
by 2020, potentially creating billions
of pounds worth of work for the
construction sector. The programme
gives UK homeowners a loan to make

their homes more energy efficient with
the money then repaid out of the
savings made on energy. All homes
must be assessed by a Green Deal
assessor and work carried out by a
Green Deal installer. However, any
company wanting to act as a
Green Deal assessor or Green
Deal installer must be certified
by the government.
GreenDealCertified.com has
spoken to hundreds of small

Millions of pounds worth of
opportunities are being lost
by those who can’t or won’t complete
the certification process

business owners since the scheme
launched, concluding that many are
put off the accreditation process
because of the amount of admin,
number of forms and sheer volume of
paperwork involved. It
calculates that millions of
pounds worth of
opportunities are being
lost by those who can’t
or won’t complete the
certification process,
leaving some firms
struggling to make ends
meet and others left to enjoy the
bulk of the work created by the
Green Deal.

Businesses that want to be more
energy efficient and become a
Green Deal certified company can
find out more at
http://www.greendealcertified.com

“Small businesses are missing out on
big business by not becoming Green
Deal Installer Certified or Green Deal
Assessor Certified. Many of the
owners we talk to are put off
because they are bogged down by
the paperwork and admin involved

in getting certified. Our service cuts
out all of this and allows them to start
their green deal business quickly.”
GreenDealCertified.com provides
practical assistance, guidance and
support for those embarking on the

In the spirit of the Green Deal
it is more efficient to outsource
this process to people that do it on a
daily basis. The cost of this service
is soon recovered by the time savings
you make in not having to do
the work yourself

Green Deal certification process. It
takes on the burden of paperwork and
admin, completing as much
as possible for owners who want to
become certified installers or assessors.
The site recognises that most
companies who want to become
Green Deal Certified do not have the
skill set or spare time to complete the
process but would benefit from doing
so, says Thomas Farquhar, sales
manager at GreenDealCertified.com

Fair Treatment
Charter
Could Mark Turning Point
Friday 7th June saw
StreetwiseSubbie.com Ltd launch
its ‘Fair Treatment Charter’ to close
to 100 delegates from the UK
construction industry.

According to StreetwiseSubbie.com
founder Barry Ashmore, the support
for the proposed Charter was
overwhelming, with many hailing it as
‘the industry’s fix’ and many more
downloading copies from
StreetwiseSubbie.com with the intent
of spreading the word to their peers
who could not attend the event.
Ashmore says it was made
clear to him during his trip to
Parliament that David Cameron
and many MPs simply do not
understand, or don’t want to
acknowledge, the full extent of
unfair treatment and the
contribution this is making to the
slow decline of the UK
construction industry.
“The industry has to find an

answer. We are in a unique position
to understand the plight of the
Specialist Contractors whatever their
size or specialisation, because we are
in touch with literally thousands of them
on-line, and our Nationwide Network
of Consultants are helping them resolve
problems on a daily basis. If the
government cares about the industry
and the 200,000 jobs already lost
they need to action this
now, before it’s too
late,” Ashmore says.
“The Fair Treatment
Charter has been
launched, and whether
the Government take
notice or not, the
Specialist Contractors of
the UK have shown their
willingness and

StreetwiseSubbie.com founder
Barry Ashmore

readiness to take action and we have
provided them with the necessary tools.
The industry is dominated by the big
corporate players that have the
resources to survive. They also have a
stranglehold over their supply chain
simply because they control the flow
of cash. But, the shocking and grim
reality of the situation for the
construction industry is that more than
5,000 Specialist Contracting
companies have failed since the start
of recession, and over 200,000 jobs
lost, and that can’t be good for the
industry or the economy.
To download a free copy of the Fair
Treatment Charter, please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/njr8jo8

Simulating
Safety
A real life simulation
centre is opening its doors
to the construction
industry to showcase how
it can transform on-site
health and safety and
learning within the sector.
Acua Solutions Limited, the corporate
education and development arm of
Coventry University, is offering
construction firms a rare opportunity
to experience the impact the
University’s Simulation Centre can
have on development and
improvement of industry training.
The centre offers a unique approach
to leadership and management
development, using virtual reality
technology, highly skilled actors and
company specific scenarios to create
completely believable virtual
environments.
Acua is holding a series of taster
events for the construction industry, in
conjunction with the CITB, to
experience the Simulation Centre
during June and July.
Transforming health and safety on-site

events are being held on
July 9 and 27 and will
include a tour of the
facility, project briefings
and simulation sessions
along with debriefing
and feedback sessions.

Our virtual reality projects
enable people to learn from
real-life situations and
enable decision-makers to
assess how training can
evolve their organisation
and have maximum impact.”
Jeannine Mortlock, Acua

“These are two radical
Solutions MD
programmes we are
putting on which have the potential to
drastically improve health and safety
and training within the construction
sector. The Simulation Centre is a
fantastic facility which allows
organisations to tailor company specific
scenarios to transform training methods
along with individual and team
performance and we’re excited about
showcasing what it has to offer,” says
Acua Solutions MD Jeannine Mortlock.
“Every year thousands of construction
workers in the UK are killed, injured or
suffer work-related health problems.

The learning events are free
to any organisation that is
subject to Construction Industry Training
Board (CITB) levy.
The CITB is also subsidising 50 per cent
of the cost of the transforming health and
safety event for organisations subject to the
levy, equating to only £200 per attendee.

For further information or to book a
place contact Acua Solutions on
02476 158812, email
leadership@acuasolutions.co.uk or
log onto www.acuasolutions.co.uk

If you wish to advertise in this magazine
please contact Neil Edwards on 020 8770 0111
or neil.edwards@buildersconf.co.uk

The information on BCLive league table comes directly
from The Builders’ Conference trade association and
can also be found on the front page of their website
www.buildersconference.co.uk
BCLive league table is merely a top level display of
which companies have won which contracts and their
relative values during June 2013 however if you go to
the website www.bclive.co.uk and click on an
individual business you can quickly view what
contracts combine to make the total, which market
sectors the contracts were won in and their
geographical location.
The Builders’ Conference trade association makes
every effort to ensure BCLive league table for main
contractors is a fair representation of the industry
however if your company has secured a project or
projects and you believe they have not made the table
then please telephone 020 8770 0111 or go to
www.buildersconference.co.uk press on the table
and in the top left hand of the screen you will find a
button where you will be directed to complete a very
simple form which is automatically forwarded to this
office upon submission.
Our address book has your name as a contact and
therefore we would be grateful if you could forward
this e-mail within your company to persons, who may
also find this information of interest and value.
Please do not hesitate in contacting this office should
you have any queries or require greater in-depth
analysis of the construction industry, alternatively if
you do not wish to receive this digital information
please send an email to newsdesk@bclive.co.uk

The Builders’ Conference
Crest House, 19 Lewis Road, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4BR
Tel: 020 8770 0111 Fax: 020 8770 7736 Email: info@buildersconf.co.uk www.buildersconference.co.uk
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